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CRITICAL CITIZENSHIP 
Nicola Baier (BFA) 
Born in 1967, he first showed his work in 1992 at the 
Concordia University VAV gallery. Exhibitions at the 
Centre d'art et de diffusion Clark followed in 1993, 1995 
and 1998. Nicolas Baier’s art expresses a strong sense of 
belonging to a place, wordless stories etched in the mind, 
like a freeze frame, a suspended moment in time. 


Between 1997 and 1999, the artist took part in the 
exhibition “De fugue et passion” at the Musée d’art 
contemporain de Montréal and co-curated the event “Les 
bricolos” at the Clark centre. Since his important exhibition 
“Liquidation Nico & Cie”, at the Centre des arts actuels Skol, 
Baier has documented, idiosyncratically, whimsically and 
yet not without occasional gravity, the places where he 
lives, goes or even passes through, along with everything 
that may be found there and that captures his interest. In 
2000, he won Montreal's Prix-Ayot, awarded to an 
emerging talent for excellence in the visual arts. That 
same year, he participated in the Biennale de Montreal, In 
addition, under what has come to be known as the 1% 
Program, he has just been commissioned to produce a 
major piece integrating art into architecture in the new 
visual arts building at Concordia University. Renderings of 
the new work will be on view as part of a solo show by 
Nicolas Baier at the Musée d'art contemporain de 

Montréal from September 25 until November 30. 


CRITICAL CITIZENSHIP profiles Concordia Fine Arts 
Alumni from all walks of life. If you have an alumni update 
send it to "finenews@vax2.concordia.ca" 


PEOPLE 
New Hires...more info 
CORRECTION: The name of the New Tenure Track Hire 
in the Art History Department is ELAINE PATERSON. j 


CHRISTINE BECKETT comes to Concordia from McGill 
where she was Chair of Musicianship 2001-2003. A 
renowned teacher of ear training, theory and keyboard 
skills, Prof. Beckett has also taught at the Université de 
Sherbrooke and at Vanier College. She holds a Mus. Bac. 
(education, composition, viola and piano) from the 
University of Toronto, an L. Mus. (performance viola) and 
both MA and PhD degrees in music perception from 
McGill. Beckett's research includes teaching and learning 
strategies in music ear training, string techniques, and 
inter-art explorations. She has done team studies on the 
neurocognition of Absolute Pitch with Dr. Robert Zatorre of 
the MNI. She is currently studying musical dyslexia with 
Drs Syivie Hebert and Isabelle Peretz of the Université of 
Montreal and Dr. Joan Wolforth of McGill. Dr. Beckett 
maintains a keen interest and personal involvement in 
music performance, dance, and the visual and theatrical 
arts. 
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LOUISE LACROIX is now part of the Creative Arts 
Therapies faculty. She is involved in numerous research 
projects, including work with the Montreal Children's 
Hospital in the trans-cultural psychiatric unit working with 
immigrant and refugee children and adolescents. Louise 
has also been involved for many years in a project with Dr. 
Rousseau in the school system specifically with the 
"classes d'accueils” where they have used storytelling, 
picture-making and drawing with children in schools to 
help them through their immigration process of adjustment 
to a new country. For the last two years Professor Lacroix 
has been working with adolescents in the school system 
using various forms of social theatre, such as "playback 
theatre" a form of improvisational theatre and "boal 
theatre". She is also involved in another research project 
using sound play with preschool children. 


DR. ERIN MANNING holds a PhD in Political Theory from 
the University of Hawaii. Her recent book, “Ephemeral 
Territories: Representing Nation, Home and Identity in 
Canada" demonstrates her sustained interest in the nation- 
state, cultural practices, philosophy and the political. At 
the moment, she is working at the intersection of 
philosophy and art practice in areas that touch on the 
body-politic, nationalism, flesh and the senses. She has 
also been nominated as the Canada Research Chair in 
Art, Culture and Technology (Faculty of Fine Arts) and is 
working on establishing a Sense Lab in the Faculty of Fine 
Arts at Concordia. 


Again, we would like to offer a heartfelt welcome to all the 
new Concordia Fine Arts tenure track hires. 


NEWS 
1% Artwork Unveiled 
On September 24, 2003, Concordia University's Rector 
and Vice-Chancellor Frederick Lowy announced that the 
team led by Montreal artist-photographer Nicolas Baier 
was selected by the Arts in Architecture competition to do 
the artwork for the Integrated Engineering, Computer 
Science and Visual Arts Complex on the Sir George 
Williams Campus in the heart of Quartier Concordia. 
Concordia is also proud that Baier studied at the university 
in the 1990s. 


The work is a collaboration of the artist and Braun-Braén 
Planning and Design Consultants. The artwork was 
chosen in conformity with the "Intégration des arts a 
l'architecture et a l'environnement des batiments et des sites 
gouvernementaux et publics" program, which is managed 
by the ministére de la Culture et des Communications of 
Quebec. This program ensures that a percentage of the 
government's portion of the building budget is dedicated to 
public art. Applied onto six thousand square feet of glass 
surface, it will be the largest work in the history of the 
program. 


The rendering of a bouquet of flowers with foliage will be 
integrated into the curtain wall on the Visual Arts section of 
the complex, located at the corner of Mackay and Ste. 
Catherine Streets. Upon viewing the winning work, Dr. 
Lowy noted how "the composition of indigenous and exotic 
flora represents the diversity of the Concordia community." 


"The imagery makes reference to the civic tradition of 
employing flowers, such as on the coat of arms of the City 
of Montreal, all the while contributing to the virtual 
greening of Mackay St.," explained Dr. Clarence Epstein, 
Director of Special Projects in the Rector's Cabinet. "The 
interpretations of meaning also apply to its large screen 
format, paying homage to the old York Cinema, and also 
playing on the term "still life," because the work is far from 
still and full of life." 


The Baier piece will become one of the icons of the Sir 
George Williams Campus in Quartier Concordia. 


Dora Morrow Fellowship Recipient Announced 
Dean Christopher Jackson and Dora & Avi Morrow are 
delighted to announce the inaugural presentation of the 
Dora Morrow Fellowship for Excellent Achievement in 
Visual Arts to Mitchell Akiyama, MFA Studio Arts. 
Mitchell Akiyama is a Montreal based composer/sound/ 
video/visual artist. Akiyama has been watching the 
boundaries between the disciplines in which he works 
slowly erode. A graduate of an interdisciplinary arts 
program and a classically trained musician, Akiyama’s 
work has become an increasing conflation of sound and 
visual elements. 


Akiyama’s music takes, as a point of departure, 
compositions using traditional instruments (primarily piano, 
guitar and strings) and digitally deconstructs them to 
reveal the textures and ruptures that are hidden, but 
always whispering. His first album, "Hope That Lines Don't 
Cross" was released on Alien8 recordings’ sub-label 
Substractif in 2001. The following year saw the release of 
his second solo work "Temporary Music” on the highly 
regarded German label, Raster-Noton. As well, 2002 also 
marked the beginning of his collaboration with Cincinnati 
based musician Joshua Treble. Their two albums, 
"Climate Variations" and the recently released 
"jambrokenandremadeiambroken..." have both received 
enormous critical acclaim. Akiyama has performed and 
shown his work extensively in Canada, the USA, Europe, 
Australia and Japan. Projects for the future include 
several collaborations, a longer form sound/video work 
and a new album of compositions on Belgian label Sub 
Rosa. 


As well, Akiyama has had an active career in video, 
design and multimedia. His concerts are often 
accompanied by video projections of fragments — fractured 
landscapes, distorted crowds, disportraits. His videos 
have been shown at Montreal’s FCMM festival and 
Toronto's Images, amongst others. 


Mitchell will be presenting his work performing at the 
Electra Festival at Usine C on November 15th at 5:00p.m. - 
7:00p.m. 


EVENTS 
Concordia Studio Arts & MFA Visiting Artist Program 
Stephen Schofield (Montreal based visual artist) 
"Alchemy in the Kitchen" 
Wednesday, Oct. 8th, 2003 
6:30-8:30pm 
Bourget Building, MF-107/108 
1230 de la Montagne 
Sponsored by Concordia MFA Visiting Artist Program, 
Sculpture and Fibers. 
The subject of Stephen Schofield’s work is the concealed 
humour and erotics of domestic space. The materials and 
procedures used to make them spring from the 
laboratories of the home, that is, the kitchen, the bathroom 
or the garden. They start in the wonderment of materials 
being made to do things we never imagined they could or 
should. 


Jan Peacock (Video artist) 

Artist Talk 

Tuesday, Oct. 14th, 2003 

12:30-1:30pm 

Visual Arts Building VA-210 

1395 Rene Levesque, West 

Sponsored by Concordia Studio Arts Visiting Artist 
Program and Dazibao 

For more than twenty years, renowned video artist Jan 
Peacock has made an archive of frequent notation in 
video and in writing, attending to experiences of time, 
image and language, and extracting video compositions to 
be situated in furniture, signage and architecture. 


Sara Hartland-Rowe (Painter/Installation artist) 

Artist Talk 

Thursday, October 16th, 2003 

1:30pm-2:30pm 

Visual Arts Building VA-313 

1395 Rene Levesque, West 

Sponsored by Concordia Painting & Drawing 

Sara Hartland-Rowe is well known for her pictorial! 
investigations of the human condition in broad allegorical 
narrative paintings and drawings, and her 
experimentations with alternative forms to the rectilinear 
canvas such as large scale site-specific wall paintings, 
multi-panel installations, and ‘sewn’ drawings. Her art 
summons the ghosts of history to structure and bolster our 
artistic experience, by telling stories, sometimes well 
known, sometimes not, accessible through the here and 
now. 


ART MATTERS & FASA 

GONNA PARTY LIKE IT’S YOUR BIRTHDAY 

Art Matters Information Party: Friday October 17th in the 
FS Building. 

After a series of focus groups and talks in business suits, 
Art Matters and FASA have decided that what hipster art 
star parties need is more cake hence BIRTHDAY. 

On Friday, October 17th, the FS building will be the 
meeting place of your tooth-less and awkward eight-year 
old self with your still awkward, but more toothy and 
pretentious university self at the party where everyone can 
cry if they want to. 

DJ Goldilocks, Ladyselectah, DJ Trevor Kiernander, the 
Religious Funkamentalists and more provide the backdrop 
for Dadaist twister, giant balloons and Edward Gorey 
meets Frida Kahlo pinatas. 


Use this as an opportunity to schmooze, meet other 
student artists and eat lots of cake! Also, get 
information about how to get involved in Art Matters; so 
you can put on your own event if you don't like this one. 


Admission is free until 23h, but after that we will rob you of 
$2, and more (but not that much more) if you want beer. 
For more info, check out 

http://artmatters.concordia.ca or http://fasa.concordia.ca. 


BITIO 
VAV Gallery 
October 5th-1ith Retainto Serez (Natalie Reis and 
Tiffany Main seek to delineate another form of 
sensuality via sculpture and drawings) Vernissage 
Tuesday, October 7th 


October 12 - October 18th Salon Rouge (a salon style 
hanging of Concordia's art) Vernissage Thursday, October 
16th 


[murmure] on the Main 

[murmure] on the Main is a public interventionist art project 
in the very heart of Montreal beginning on October 9, 
2003. Terminus1525 and the creators of [murmurejwill 
present [murmure], a public interventionist and interactive 
art project, at the 2003 Montreal International Festival of 
New Cinema and New Media (FCMM), starting October 9, 
2003, on the "Main", right in the heart of Montreal. 
[murmure] is part of the interactive public art projects 
presented within the framework of the FCMM New Media 
program. 


[murmure] is an intimate and innovative approach to 
discovering the life of a neighbourhood. Via their cell 
phones, visitors and passers-by will be able to listen to 
histories, personal stories and anecdotes about a place 
while in that place, told by those who live in or are 
connected to the neighbourhood. The location of stories 
and other information on these activities will be posted on 
the [murmure] Web site, www.murmure.ca on October 6, 
2003. A virtual gallery on the terminus1525 Web site, 
www.terminus1525.ca, will also be dedicated to the 
{murmure] project. 


As the largest north-south axis in Montreal, where 
immigration played a major role, the "Main's" many faces 
and varied ambience have given it its unique and 
distinctive character. This neighbourhood is all at once 
multicultural, artistic and commercial, popular and trendy, 
unorthodox, traditional and avant-garde and remains a 
veritable microcosm in constant evolution. 


OSCAR PETERSON CONCERT HALL 
Concerts 
October 8th at 8:00pm 
October 9th at 5:00pm & 8:00pm 
October 10th at 5:00pm & 8:00pm 
EUCUE SERIES 
Participating "Generation X" curators will present 
electroacoustic works, with selections from Europe, Asia 
and the Americas. 
Admission is free of charge. For more information, please 
visit: http://music.concordia.ca/eucue_concerts.html. 


October 15 at 8:00pm 
CHAMBER ENSEMBLES 
Works of Handel, Bach, Liszt, Mendelssohn, 


Rachmaninov and Schumann; directed by Liselyn Adams 
and Hélene Gagné. 

Tickets at the door only, $5 general admission, free for 
students with ID. 


October 14 & 15 at 2:00pm 

October 16 & 17 at 7:00pm 

ROBERT ADAMS 

As part of a series, the literary reviewer will present The 
Siege by Helen Dunmore. 

Information and reservations: 514-488-1152. 


October 19 at 7:30pm 

Embassy of Mongolia & Ivanhoe Mines present 

MORIN KHUUR ORCHESTRA 

A journey into Mongolian culture; performances will 
include contortionism, diatonic throat singing, folk dance 
and song, national and international music. 

Tickets available on the Admission network and at the box 
office: $15 general admission, $10 students (service 
charges applicable). 


October 21 at 7:30pm 

VARIETY SHOW 

Popular and aboriginal music and dance by a troupe of 
performers from Taiwan. 

Information and reservations: 514-866-0149, 


Tickets are available at the Oscar Peterson Concert Hall 
box office unless otherwise indicated. Please consult 
(514)848-2424, x4848 or http://oscar.concordia.ca to 
confirm event information. 


CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS 
Sacred/Profane 
“Sacred/Profane,” the 20th Annual Boston University 
Graduate Symposium on the History of Art, to be held at 
the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston on March 20, 2004, 
seeks papers that address the fine line between the 
sacred and profane in visual culture. How are the 
boundaries between what is valued and what is not 
maintained and/or disrupted? Possible topics include, but 
are not limited to: the relationship between the heavenly 
and the earthly, ecstasy and repulsion, purity and 
abjection, high and low culture, cult objects and 
iconoclasm, the circulating value and meaning of objects 
in cultural economies, and the social relations between 
self and other. Proposals should include a 1-page abstract 
and ac.v. and may be sent via email to: jaimeyh@bu.edu 
or mail to: Jaimey Hamilton, Boston University, 
Department of Art History, 725 Commonwealth Ave., 
Room 302, Boston, MA 02215. For further information 
visit: http:/Awww.bu.edu/ah/symposium.html 
Deadline: December 5, 2003 


The Arab Theatre Group 

The Arab Theatre Group is an organization committed to 
artistic representation of Arabic culture, history and 
language with an emphasis on theatrical plays. 

We are an active group having produced two plays in the 
past year, with overwhelming success. We are currently 
looking for a writer who is capable of providing an English 
language script that centers on contemporary Arab 
social/political issues. If you are interested, please contact 
Bassel Akache at the following email address: 
bassel@arabtheatregroup.com. 


Ignition 

The LEONARD AND BINA ELLEN ART GALLERY is 
establishing an annual exhibition for students in the 
Graduate Program in Studio Arts. The exhibition will 
feature the work of 3 to 5 students from proposals 
submitted to the Gallery. The proposals will be selected by 
a committee made up of the Director of the Gallery and 
one external curator or critic. 


The work or project submitted must not have been shown 
before. Only students in their 2nd year or beyond are 
eligible to participate. This year the exhibition will take 
place from January 14, to February 7, 2004. 


DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS: Friday October 17, 2003 
at 4 pm. PARTICIPATING ARTISTS WILL BE ADVISED 
BY: Monday November 3, 2003 


Only the submissions including the following items will be 
considered: 

1. A one page written proposal of the specific project 
including the student's name, contact information and level 
of graduate studies. 

2. Visual supporting documents for the project can be in 
the form of schematic drawings, images of a photographic 
or digital nature, a small maquette etc. 

3. Background visual information in the form of slides (a 
maximum of 10), a cd, or photographs. 

4. A one page statement of the artist's practice 


The material must be brought to the gallery in an envelope 
marked IGNITION and left with the attendant at the 
reception desk at the latest on FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17th 4 
PM. No proposals will be accepted after that date. 

Take note that it is the RESPONSIBILITY of the student to 
provide all the equipment necessary for exhibiting his or 
her work. 


The Gallery is located on the ground floor of the Library 
building at 1400, boul. de Maisonneuve ouest. Info : 848- 
2424 ext. 4752. 


Show Your Art 

The Reading Room VA-407 

Interact with the public in a unique non-gallery space. 
Engage with the student community long term 
shows/installations in a quiet, clean, monitored space. 
Application forms in VA-407 


New Logo 

The Fibres Student Association needs a logo. 

Please submit before Thursday October 16, 2003 

Drop your sketches and/or prototypes in the FSA mailbox 
VA 231 OR come to a meeting. 

Thursdays, 12:30p.m. - 1:30p.m. 

For more information contact Johanna at (514)598-8107 
or johannaautin@yahoo.fr 


Student Sculpture Association 

The Student Sculpture Association is organizing a fall 
departmental exhibition for all those enrolled in any 
sculpture courses. The scheduled date for the exhibition is 
October 19-25 in the VAV Gallery. The deadline for 
submissions is October 17 at noon at which time all works 
will be adjudicated. For information contact: 
sculptureassociation@hotmail.com 

Student Sculpture Assoc. Meetings: Mondays 12h30 


FASA 

CALL FOR LOGO - Submit your design for a new Art 
Matters logo! The creator of the chosen Logo Submission 
will receive a cash prize of $61.80. 

Submissions will be accepted in Hard Copy, JPEG or EPS 
format at VA 250 or artmatters@fastmail.fm. Deadline 
October 10 by 17:00hr. (The chosen logo will be unveiled 
at the Art Matters Info party on October 17 in FS.) For 
more info email artmatters@fastmail.fm 


CALL FOR VISUAL ART - Concordia's ArtLoan program is 
a great opportunity to exhibit your artworks on a temporary 
loan basis in public spaces on the SGW and Loyola 
campuses. 

Submissions are open to ALL Concordia students, 

Staff, faculty, alumni and are due October 31st. Drop off 
your dossier at VA 250 by 4:30pm. 

Include 3-6 slides of works that are completed and ready 
to install, your slide list that outlines dimensions and 
media, and a brief 50 word bio that describes your interest 
in art, year of study and program. Call Laurel at 848-2424 
local 4701 or email laurels@alcor.concordia.ca 


Mary Ann Beckett-Baxter Memorial Lecture Fund 

The Mary Ann Beckket-Baxter Memorial Lecture is 
presented annually by the Faculty of Fine Arts. Funds for 
the lecture (approximately $500.00 per lecture) are 
administered by the Dean's office. 

Since 1987, lectures by Grace Hartigan, Ann Hamilton, 
Mordecai Richler, Michael Fried, Jeanne Renaud, Trinh T. 
Minh-ha, Char Davies, Peter Krausz, Leon Golub, Coco 
Fusco, Lauren Rabinovitz, Mel Chin and a presentation by 
Montreal choreographer Marie Chouinard have been 
presented. 

Proposals for the 2003-2004 series should be submitted to 
the Dean's office, Faculty of Fine Arts by Friday, October 
17, 2003. A description of the event, as well as a 
proposed budget should be included. 


University Writing Test 

The University Writing Test is mandatory for students in 
undergraduate degree programs. Concordia is committed 
to ensuring that its students possess good writing skills. 
Every student is, therefore, required to demonstrate 
competence in writing English or French. Students must 
sit the test before completing 30-credits of an 
undergraduate degree program at Concordia University. 
Undergraduate students may register for the University 
Writing Test in person at the Birks Student Service Centre 
(LB-185) or online at the UWT website. 

For further information on the UWT go to: 
hitp://artsandscience.concordia.ca/uwt/index.html 
Students who fail to demonstrate sufficient fluency in their 
written expression will be assisted in improving their 
writing skills early in their programs so that the positive 
effects of competent written expression may be reflected 
in subsequent course work. 


SUBMIT NEWS ITEMS TO: 
finenews@vax2.concordia.ca 
Finenews is issued Bi-weekly. Submission deadlines are 
the Friday prior to publication. No exceptions. 
Submissions may be edited due to space restrictions. 


